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Another Year another National Exam—
As we head into the final half of the last term here at Loreto, our Senior 4 girls, 34 this year — our largest class to date — are
preparing for the national exam. Due to the transient nature of the
economic, political, and security situation, we are not sure when the
exam will take place; but the process has started, and our girls can
taste the finish line of their secondary school journey. Challenged by
their sisters last year, they are all studying hard so that they can
pass. In addition, the Loreto Primary School has registered 14 candidates for state exam. Most of these students would have been part
of the Loreto Primary School’s inaugural classes — and their registration for the state exam is an auspicious occasion for us! These 14 students will be the first graduates of the Loreto Primary School
program. We are excited for them, as they prepare to take this exam!
Grand Debate—
Through a collaboration between the government and UN Women, secondary
schools from the region were invited into Rumbek Town for a “Grand Debate.” One
Loreto girl was selected to represent the school and to voice and defend her position on various topics. The Grand Debate is a new event in Rumbek, but the tradition of debates, and public speaking at Loreto prepares our students for these
events. The school facilitates internal school debates, as well as debates between
Loreto and other schools in the area. In addition to the Grand Debate this month,
the Loreto girls debated a co-ed team from Savannah Secondary School in Rumbek.
The healthy competition fostered by this initiative helps students to develop critical
thinking, public speaking, and leadership skills that continue to serve them
throughout their lives.
A Sisters’ Support—
Sr. Maureen Burke IBVM, who works at Loreto—Rumbek for a term each year, is a Mathematics teacher in the secondary school and provides critical support to our students. The
requisite pass mark in Mathematics for the 2017 intake, based on the average of all applicants, was a mere 13%. Mathematics is regularly one of the most difficult courses for our
students because of the poor foundations they receive in primary school. Sr. Maureen,
who hails from the Loreto Australia Province, spends her time not only teaching students
during regular class hours, but also spends time with students doing remedial work and
extra practice to increase their level of understanding. This kind of dedication, hard work
and access to resources, is one of the hallmarks of Loreto Rumbek’s success.
Loreto In the News —
The Loreto Girls Secondary School was covered in a brief news story by Aljazeera featuring South Sudan as the worst country in the world for girl child education. Watch the video —here.
The Loreto Schools also enjoyed a visit from the several members of the Taize community, including the prior, for a few
days of prayers and reflection. Read more about their time —here.
A Special Thank You to all of the donors , advocates, and supporters of the Loreto Programs in Rumbek.
Without your hard work or support none of this would be possible.
For more information about the programs, our students, and how you can help, please visit our website: Loretorumbek.ie

