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Dear Friends, 
Greetings and welcome to this year’s Christmas issue of the MWI Newsletter. We share with 
you more stories and good news from our provinces and ministries worldwide. We thank you 
for your prayer, generosity and support for the ministries of our IBVM Sisters and their 
colleagues.  

We would like to congratulate our Sisters who were recipients of awards this year: Mary Owens for her work in 
care for those affected by HIV and Patricia Mc Laughlin, Christine Coutinho and Orla Treacy for their contribution to 
education in Peru, India and South Sudan.  

As we prepare to celebrate Christmas let us not forget our brothers and sisters around the world - victims of war, 
victims of trafficking, those dying of hunger, the homeless, refugees… Let us reflect on the baby in the manger for 
there was no room in the inn - the Son of God come into this world as a homeless person.  Do you have room? 

Every good wish for a blessed and peaceful Christmas, 
The Editorial Committee (Brigid Tunney ibvm, Sabrina Edwards ibvm and Elouise Hahn) 

A star arose, 
a wondrous light 
A sign from God 
this was the holy night 
And yet so few 
would go to see 
The babe who came 
to rescue you and me. 
This child divine 
is now a king 
The gift of life 
to all the world he brings 
And all mankind 
he saves from doom 
But on that night for him 
there was no room. 

Do you have room 
for the Saviour? 
And do you 
seek Him anew? 
Have you a place for the 
One who lived and died for you? 
Are you as humble 
as the shepherd boy 
Or as wise as men of old? 
Would you have come that night? 
Would you have sought the light? 
Do you have room? 
Will you come tonight? 
Will you seek the light? 
Do you have room? 

Shawna Belt Edwards 

They journeyed far, 
a weary pair. 
They sought for shelter 
from the cold night air. 
Some place where she 
could lay her head. 
Where she could give 
her babe a quiet bed. 
Was there no room? 
No corner there? 
In all the town 
a spot someone could spare? 
Was there no soul 
come to their aid? 
A stable bare 
was where the family stayed. 

Do You have Room? 



effective in achieving social as well as economic 
benefits and enhancing social and financial inclusion.  
Many of the projects which emphasised participation 
of and leadership by women had achieved notable 
gains in women’s empowerment and agency, having a 
positive impact on gender relations. 

Engagement and self‐esteem also seem to increase 
people’s capacity to invest in caring for their physical 
environment. A number of projects included 
sustainable agriculture and care of local forest 
resources. The goal of local economics projects at the 
grassroots is to facilitate family livelihoods that are 
sustainable and improve well‐being over the long 
term.  

Project sustainability is an important interim step. The 
majority of the responding projects did, indeed, 
consider their efforts to be sustainable, especially with 
ongoing involvement from other groups. 

Even though the findings indicate the importance of 
the use of grassroots models to advance the 2030 
Agenda, they by no means negate the role of 
governments. The respondent from Kenya, who finds 
small projects more effective than large governmental 
initiatives, nonetheless urges partnerships: 
“government and other organisations could help by 
reducing taxes and restrictions on small business, by 
improving infrastructure so that products can reach 
market, and by providing free training and education 
in small business, financial management and small 
scale agriculture.” These policies would encourage 
scaling up of local projects and their replication.  

Finally, the survey results strongly underscore the 
interrelated nature of the 
individual SDG’s. The 
projects reported all 
address multiple goals 
simultaneously and in an 
integrated way. They report 
progress towards SDGs 1, 2, 
5, 8, 10, and 16, and in 
many instances integrate 
aspects of goals 3, 4, 6 and 
15.                        

 

Loreto at the United Nations 

Lessons learned from Grass-roots Projects. 

NGO collaboration with the United Nations includes 
providing examples of good practice at local level.  
When the “Grass-Roots Working Group” invites us to 
take part in survey we know that the results will be 
used to highlight the work done and to bring together 
insights gained that can be usefully applied to future 
work. In this respect it serves multiple purposes. This 
is the case of a survey in which some 14 IBVM/Loreto 
run or endorsed projects from Albania, India, Kenya, 
Peru and Zambia were among the responses received 
from six continents.  The results of the findings are 
submitted to the UN for consideration. Insights 
learned: 

The data from some 70 grassroots projects 
demonstrates innovative, sustainable models for 
economic and social development with useful lessons 
for the 2030 Agenda. They underscore that grassroots 
projects have an important role to play. Indeed, as one 
respondent from Kenya put it, “small projects that are 
well managed may be more effective than major 
governmental initiatives. 

 Projects that are community‐based and develop at 
the grassroots are most likely to identify and engage 
those who have been left behind by other 
development efforts. Reaching the most vulnerable is 
very difficult and requires knowledge of local cultures 
and conditions and a sustained investment in the 
community. Most of the projects serve the most 
vulnerable groups. They include people living in 
extreme poverty and often further oppressed by 
stigma—those with HIV/AIDS, leprosy, or disabilities; 
Dalits and other stigmatized societal groups; migrants, 
people living in isolated rural areas; and illiterate 
women. These groups are seldom engaged in 
mainstream social and economic institutions and 
therefore traditional approaches will continue to leave 
them behind. However, community–based initiatives 
that engage stigmatised groups in responding to local 
needs have been shown to play an important role in 
fostering attitude change in the larger community. 

The participatory, small‐group approach is particularly 



SOUTHERN AFRICA  
Sr Lenah Mambo IBVM shares her experience of 

coming to Lukulu, Zambia (from Kenya). 

In early February 2016, our Institute Leader’s 
invitation to consider going to Lukulu Zambia jolted 
me into the reality of crossing boundaries and going 
where the need is greatest as envisaged in our GC. 14 
Calls.  

As I travelled to Zambia and then to 600km stretch 
between Lusaka the Capital City of Zambia and Lukulu 
my current home, I kept praying “God, this is very far, 
please help me to do well in what you have brought 

me here for, help me not spoil your work”. I was 
indeed very blessed to have the companionship and 
assistance of our two Loreto sisters in Lukulu; Sr. 
Elizabeth Donnan and Sr. Pat Hanvey. I settled well 
and adjusted to my new home thanks to their wisdom 
and kindness. 

After a month of “looking around”, I volunteered to 
offer my services as a biology and religion teacher at  
St. Columba’s Secondary School, a local school that 
was established over 47 years ago by the Capuchins 
and until recently run by the Christian Brothers. It is a 
government aided school that comprises Junior and 
Senior levels for both boys and girls.  

The school in the past has produced a good number of 
prominent persons in the government and in the 
church. I am privileged to be working among a 
committed and diligent staff. The people around here 
are very friendly and there is a lot to learn from them. 
Most of them are a happy lot, often bubbling with joy 
and whose faces easily break into a smile. 

Most of our students come from a very humble 
background, where a decent meal is not always 
guaranteed. Inadequacy of teachers and learning 
resources in most of the primary schools has left the 
numeracy and literacy competence of students joining 
our school quite wanting. 

All said and done, there is great resilience in most of 
them. In spite of the poverty and destitution, they 
have a way of coping that is so inspiring. In some way, 
they live authentically to Mary Ward’s saying, “Refer 
all to God”. God is really central in their lives. They 
have taught me to count my blessings and not to take 
anything for granted. 

Sr Lenah in the classroom with her students. 



EASTERN AFRICA  

Loreto Neema Project 

This responds to the needs of the people in Mathare 
and Mukuru slums, these are found in Nairobi– Kenya.  

It was started by Sr. Clemenciah in 2006.  

Area of choice was due to the reality of the life of the 
people living there and the surrounding environment, 
majority of whom are HIV positive. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SLUMS: 

Mathare Slums 
• Covers about 460 Hectares of land 
• Total population of 500,000 people 
• Percentage of women, youths and children; 70% 
• Most women are single mothers 
• Girls give birth at a very early age 
• Poor sanitation 
• Low standards of living 

Mukuru Slums 
• Covers about 230 hectares of land  
• Population of 36, 232 people  
• 158 persons per hectare  
• Low water supply  
• Poor sanitation  
• Low standard of living  

MAIN OBJECTIVE: 

Loreto Neema focuses on the economic 
empowerment of the vulnerable people (men, 
women, and youth) especially People Living With HIV 
(PLWH), through the support for small scale business 
system. This is aimed at helping the clients improve 
their small scale businesses in order to earn a living. 

LORETO NEEMA SERVES: 

• People living with HIV positive status (Men and 
Women) - 50% 

• Needy people (men and women)- vulnerable 
people -40% 

• Few young people -5% 
• Some individuals (though very few) who can 

create work for one/two needy people - 5% 

MAIN ACTIVITIES: 

Individual/group counselling  

An ongoing activity provided to all our clients at group 
level in their locality where they live and also to the 
individuals who come to our office seeking the 
services.  

Supporting the small scale businesses 

Total number of clients who have been assisted since 
2008 comes to 404. 

Production Unit 

Loreto Neema has developed this production unit for 
two main reasons: To provide quality products to the 
surrounding community which are cost friendly and of 
good quality. Secondly, the hope to work towards 
being self sustained.  

The following images display some of the Neema 
products.  

 

 

 

 

Green Grocery Soap Making 

Empowered young 
ladies displaying their 
certificates 

Group counselling session 

Sr. Clemenciah 
displaying some 

of the Loreto 
Neema products.  



Not only has MWIA supported the important works in 
Timor-Leste but we extended our reach this year by 
supporting a total of 16 projects in seven countries.  
There have been many challenges for our partners. 
Earlier this year South Sudan faced famine and unrest 
due to the displacement of over 1.8 million refugees, 
mostly women and children. Loreto Rumbek, reacted 
quickly to support their community’s needs and, in 
turn, the MWIA/Loreto network rallied to provide 
much needed funds.  

As the year comes to an end we look back over the 12 
months and are thankful to have received the 
necessary support to be able to support our Sisters 
work throughout the world.  

The MWIA Team sincerely wishes you all a joyful and 
loving Christmas with your families and friends and 
that 2018 is year filled with kindness and hope. 

AUSTRALIA & SOUTH EAST ASIA 
Over the past year MWIA has stayed true to our 
Mission ensuring we have a rich portfolio of projects 
which reflect our strategic priorities. Among the many 
projects we proudly partnered with the Loreto 
Australia and South East Asia Province to provide 
funds for the first Loreto Pre-Primary School and 
Community Centre in Gari-uai, Timor-Leste.   

We would like to share with you a note from Sister 
Natalie Houlihan IBVM, local Coordinator of the Loreto 
Pre-Primary School and Community Centre: 

The Loreto Centre in Gari-uai was officially opened on 
the morning of the 2nd of December. The blessing and 
opening was officiated by the Bishop of Baucau and 
the Loreto Australia and South East Asia Provincial 
Leader Sister Wendy Hildebrand IBVM.  

Our Loreto Centre is home to the Pre-Primary School 
and there is also a place for Community Development 
Projects such as Literacy for Adults, Computer classes, 
Cooking, Sewing etc. Such classes and projects will 
depend upon the needs and the desires of the local 
Gari-uai community. At the present time, we have 71 
children from 4-6 years old in three classes. It is hoped 
that in 2018 that we will have four classes of 
children. Sister Ai-Thien IBVM from the Australian 
South East Asia Province is the Director of the Pre-
Primary School.  

In Timor-Leste, any construction takes a very long time 
so it is not surprising that our Loreto Centre has also 
taken considerable time to reach its point of 
completion. The parents of the children in the Loreto 
Pre-Primary School helped to move our furniture and 
materials to our new Centre and the children had their 
first day in the new facility on Monday 
20th November. This was a big change from their 
temporary facilities which are made of plywood. 

Emergency feeding of primary school students at 
Loreto Rumbek 

First day trying out the new building 



CANADA 
“Collaborating with others in openness and trust 

we become companions in mission.”  (C2.11) 

Collaboration in mission is our way forward. Some is 
with Religious Congregations: Joint Apostolic Ministry 
to immigrants, Faith Alliance on Human Trafficking, 
Joint Ecological Ministries and the Eco Spirituality 
Consulting Group; some with others e.g. SalvAide’s 
twinning programme and the Loretto Fund in the 
Toronto Catholic District School Board’s Angel 
Foundation. 

We were honoured when a request came from 
Scarboro Missions prompted by the successful work of 
Ann McGowan at our Mary Ward Centre.  

Jack Lynch SFM wrote: “We have sold our 
headquarters on Kingston Rd in Scarborough and are 
planning for transition. We have identified ministries 
we want to continue to support. One is the work of 
the retreat team based at our Mission Centre. About 
5000 high school students participate in programs 
yearly. The team guides other retreats and prayer 
experiences: e.g. Study Days and Professional 
Development Days for teachers with 5 area School 
Boards; work with chaplains, multi-faith groups and 
candidates for Confirmation. With our interfaith focus, 
they are invited to lead workshops for social workers 
and community groups in pluralism and diversity 
training. That will no longer be possible because we 
are winding down our operations. I would like to 
discuss the possibility of an arrangement with the 
Mary Ward Centre.”  

After working out the terms of an agreement, we 
gathered on November 7 to launch the new 
programme in the renovated parlour at Loretto 
College, home of the Mary Ward Centre. We 
dedicated it to the memory of Oscar Romero in this 
100th anniversary of his birth and to commemorate 
the 30th anniversary of IBVM’s twinned relationship 
with the people of La Bermuda, in rural El Salvador. 

Bishop Ricardo Ramirez (Las Cruces) challenges us to 
complete Romero’s unfinished Eucharist by joining in 
his commitment to be the voice of the forgotten and 
voiceless people in our world. 

In a radio broadcast in 1979, Romero said: “If some 
day they take the radio station away from us, if they 
close down our newspaper … each one of you must be 
God’s microphone, each one of you must be a 
messenger, a prophet.” 

The message that we will continue to deliver at MWC 
is the message of Joy of the Gospel, of Laudato Si! of 
Catholic Social Teaching, of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission, of the Earth Charter and 
of the UN Sustainable Development Goals. Now we 
will add the Golden Rule programmes which reflect 
the values of all the great faith traditions. All in the 
context of the charism of IBVM and Scarboro! We will 
challenge participants to be messengers of the Gospel 
and prophets who call the world to conversion, who 
are that voice for the voiceless. This is the best way to 
honour Oscar Romero and keep his legacy alive.  

 



IRELAND 
Humanitarian Award 

At a ceremony in Killarney, Co. Kerry on the 4th 
November, Sr. Orla Treacy received the Hugh O 
Flaherty International Humanitarian Award. The scroll 
presented to Orla cited the “selfless dedication and 
bravery of Sr. Orla and her colleagues at a time of civil 
unrest, violence and war in South Sudan.” Orla 
accepted the award on behalf of the sisters, staff and 
students at  Loreto School in Rumbek. 

Orla paid tribute to the vision of the late Teresa Mac 
Paul, Province Leader, whom she said, “gave part of 
her heart to this mission. She missioned us to South 
Sudan when many thought we were crazy”. 

International Day for the Eradication of Poverty 

Education in Rumbek, South Sudan was a topic at a 
public event, ‘Poverty of Opportunity: Education as a 
Pathway to a Better Future’, hosted by Misean Cara in 
Dublin. It was one of the events held to mark the 
International Day for the Eradication of Poverty. 
Various NGOs, Misean Cara members, international 
students and academia attended.  

Brigid Tunney was one of five presenters and spoke 
about poverty of opportunity in S. Sudan and Loreto’s 
work there. A lively exchange on certain aspects of 
education followed the presentations. 

Resettling Refugees in Wexford 

Here in Ireland we have more homeless people living 
on the streets than we have ever had. We do not 
seem to be able to meet the needs of our homeless 
and yet the Irish Government has undertaken to 
accept 4,440 refugees into the country. 

If we follow Gospel prerogatives or Catholic Social 
Teaching, we cannot value one person over another. 
We value all equally.  

I work with an Irish NGO resettling refugees under the 
Irish Refugee Protection Programme of the Dept. of 
Justice, simply because I speak Arabic and grew up in 
the Middle East. Our resettlement area is Wexford.  

County Wexford will become home to over 40 
families. My part is to accompany, integrate, upskill, 
organise and help. That can be as simple as helping 
someone to find their way around their new home 
town. Recently, while wandering around Wexford, 
map in hand, with two Moslem Syrian women, a lady 
came up to me and said: “You’d think someone from 
Wexford would take them around”. I agreed. Then she 
apologised, “I have an appointment now, or I would 
take you”!  

We can forget the many things that are needed to run 
a household and how difficult it is to set that up in one 
go. These people are tired and have been on the edge 
for years. They want to relax, but there are a million 
things they have to do but don’t know how: medical 
appointments, public transport, schools, English 
classes, TV licenses, bins charges, bank direct debits…  

People who arrive in Ireland as either migrants or 
refugees are like any random cross section of society: 
good, bad, and indifferent. However, migrants and 
refugees do share a common characteristic: a will to 
live. They have done all that was necessary to keep 
themselves and their families together and alive 
through war and perilous 
journeys. They don’t 
“deserve” any more, or less, 
of our help than do our 
homeless.  

Mayor Niall Kelleher presents the Award Scroll to Orla 

Brigid responds during the panel discussions 

Refugees and Irish volunteers enjoy a dance together 

Christmas Blessings to all 



MAURITIUS 
Its Christmas time again. One year already passed and 
usually we all ask ourselves what have we done and if 
we met our objectives for 2017. 

All our stakeholders from our Development Centres 
working with vulnerable children including our 
volunteers met at the Loreto Retreat Centre “Maris 
Stella” situated along the south coast of the island. 

They were invited for a recollection day where they 
reflected with the Gospel on their past actions. 

The retreat centre environment helped much, where 
the sound of the waves and birds eased their 
conversation with God. They took this particular 
cherished time with the help of the Gospel to go back 
through their year’s activities to reflect, listen to God 
and have a new fresh start. They all agreed how it was 
easy to leave all their personal problems at the door of 
the retreat house and to see about our mission to help 
the most vulnerable ones. (Most of their personal 
problems were gone missing when they left the 
retreat house later on.) 

Afterwards they all gathered for a great lunch and 
praised God with their emotional personal banks well 
credited. 

One of our Development Centre welcomes vulnerable 
students as from 16 years to follow a course in Basic 
pastry.  At the end of the year, the members of the 
jury were all joyfully surprised and pleased by their 

abilities and confidence for their exams. These 
students who once at their start were lagging behind 
as for literacy and numeracy and a low self-esteemed, 
showed that a new fresh start is always possible in life. 
They had the opportunities to present some Mauritian 
sweet and salty foods such as ‘vol au vents’ with 
Octopus or our famous Napolitain and even some 
macaroons with pawpaw jam.  

After welcoming the jury with Sega dance, the 
students presented themselves and described their 
courses. They explained how they prepared them and 
answered questions raised by members of the jury. 

Hopefully, all of them did succeed to pass and the jury 
did take some extra weight to taste all the different 
courses. 



Alternative’s A guide to the prevention of Sexual 
Exploitation of children and adolescents (ESNA), for 
primary and secondary, as well as a training handbook 
on the same theme produced by OIM Perú for 
teachers and tutors. 

Together with the Conference of Religious the Loreto 
Sisters organised three health campaigns in the Santa 
Eulalia valley for the most needy people of the area; 
children, women and elderly. None of this could have 
been done without the willing help from the 
personnel of the two Health Centres of Jicamarca and 
Lampa de Oro; thanks also goes to our willing 
volunteers.  

PERÚ  
At the beginning of the school year the teachers of FE 
y Alegría received in-service training on the topic of 
Human Trafficking. On the International Day against 
Human Trafficking in September they replicated these 
training workshops for all the students of the college.   

These workshops were excellent and  we congratulate 
everyone involved. Various kinds of approaches were 
used to raise awareness of the issue both in Primary 
and in Secondary. We need to keep in mind that 
prevention work in schools is vital so that our children 
and adolescents do not become victims of Human 
Trafficking. 

Every year, with the Kawsay network, we take part in a 
vigil  for the victims and survivors of trafficking.  We 
were there again, in a public square, with the Red 
House, which is a tool for highlighting the dangers 
posed by human trafficking. Notices which purport to 
offer decent work and pictures of things which attract 
young people are posted on the outside; inside they 
see the terrible reality of human trafficking.  

In Lamud, San 
Cristóbal de Olto y 
Trita, we provided 
the teachers of the 
schools and colleges with useful materials about 
Trafficking. Among these resources were: CHS 



SOUTH ASIA 
This is just to take you through this year with the 
activities that Darjeeling Mary Ward Social Centre has 
been busy with. I have witnessed the growth and 
empowerment of the women and girls of the villages 
we are associated with.  The awareness programs and 
the legal aid advice given are of great help to the 
people of the tea gardens surrounding the centre.  We 
have four projects: 

Safe Migration: A program that aims at preventing 
human trafficking and at developing child friendly 
communities by networking to rescue and rehabilitate 
victims and by educating communities regarding their 
rights and entitlements. Sixteen Self Help Groups have 
been formed. The groups have been given 
opportunities by the government to build toilets and 
houses in the community.  They are provided skills in 
beauty and cosmetics and in poultry farming.  A 
hundred people have been provided with free medical 
aid and check ups.  We helped nine people open new 
bank accounts. 

Collective Voices: Aims at accelerating the 
achievement of sustainable development goals 
relating to education, protection, health and nutrition.  
Youth groups have been actively participating to fight 
alcoholism, HIV/AIDS and trafficking in their respective 
villages. Children groups have been formed and they 
are given regular awareness programmes on topics 
concerning child line numbers, good touch/bad touch, 
personal health and hygiene.  

Ethical Enterprise Initiative for youth: Provides 
practical handicraft training in paper and jute 
products. It facilitates personal and team 
development workshops to young women living in the 
tea plantations which help them become innovative, 
confident and competent.  This project provides girls 
with a vocational training which becomes a valuable 
asset for their future and makes them independent.  

Legal Aid: Allows those living in the tea gardens to 
have access to legal knowledge and resources relating 
to land rights, violence and labour rights.  This year we 
had awareness campaigns to stop trafficking, domestic 
violence, rape, physical abuse, child labour and made 
the people more informed about land rights. 

 

Products from EEIY being sold at the Loreto Convent 
Darjeeling school fete 



de Conflicto (Women on Conflict Zone). Ramos is an 
expert in the migratory task, so important in Spain as 
we are the first country for those coming from the 
whole Africa. Morocco is a key point for migrants, as 
they are usually retained there making it impossible 
for them to arrive to Europe. She talked especially 
about the situation of migrant women: most of them 
are abused in their way to Europe, and again when 
they arrive.  

Mutual understanding 

It was a moment not only to celebrate, but to give a 
boost to this mission and the projects. Particularly, it 
was a great moment to improve bonds between 
volunteers, religious, workers and MWF board (they 
were also present in the celebration). For the 
volunteers, it was extraordinary to see how important 
is their work is, encouraging them to keep up working 
for the social transformation through compromise, to 
have the opportunity to see, first hand, the projects 
and the woman and children with whom we work.  

It was much more than a celebration, it was a time full 
of life, feelings and hope for a better future.  “What 
I’ve seen these days, it has been joy, positivity, mutual 
understanding, hope and illusion”, said one of our 
volunteers. And that’s precisely the focus of this 
mission and this celebration. 

SPAIN 
Getting to know our projects in Asilah (Morocco) 

On November, the IBVM celebrated 20 years of 
presence in Asilah, a small town near Tangier, north 
Morocco. The Institute organized a big meeting to 
celebrate it. A large number of volunteers from 
Fundación Mary Ward decided to come along and see 
the projects we are working on in Asilah. 

Asilah has about 25.000 
inhabitants, most of them 
living in rural whereabouts. 
They earn their living mainly 
from fishing and agriculture. 
Tourism is increasing in the 

region, but unemployment is still huge.  

It was a great weekend, with time to celebrate, be 
together and meet the women that day to day take 
part in our projects. There, in Asilah, we work with 
women in risk of social exclusion. We offer: 

• Literacy programs, so they can have more 
autonomy and improve their quality life. 

• Employment training in the textile sector, so 
they can find a job. 

All the programs are carried out by local teachers, 
always women, and we try to implicate the whole 
community. They also organize trips, talks and 
meetings to socialize and be together.   

In the words of one of our 
volunteers, “I was very 
surprised by the strength of 
the women”, and also “very 
happy to be able to spend 
some time with the children 
in the schools”. Other activity 
of the weekend was a visit to 
the school that FMW 
volunteers painted last year.  

Besides, the 20th anniversary 
gave us the opportunity to 
listen to Milagrosa Ramos, 
president of Mujeres en Zona 

FMW volunteers had time to  know the women we work 
with in the projects in the educative field in Asilah. 

Volunteers and members 
of the board, visiting the 
school. 

The first conference, by Milagrosa Ramos, was about 
Morocco as a country of migrations, focusing on the 
situation of women. 

Time to share views and team building 
between volunteers, workers and 

members of the board... 



The week of January 14 through Mary Ward's 
birthday, we will be introducing the students each day 
to Mary Ward using one of her quotations. Our tutors 
and staff will be encouraged to incorporate the 
quotation into part of their lesson for the day. 

The week of January 22nd will be our week long 
celebration of Mary Ward's birthday/life. Students will 
receive the “Little Book” of Mary Ward's quotations 
and we will host a celebration in her honor. We are 
hoping to also be able to put together a little booklet 
of the quotes used during our celebration as well as a 
sharing from all of the Sisters who have been a part of 
MWC, acknowledging those who have passed away as 
well. 

In continuing with the spirit of Mary Ward, we are also 
working on ways that our Mary Ward Center family 
will be able to reach out to others here and around 
the world to make a difference.  We would like to 
provide opportunities for everyone connected with 
MWC to be a part of a much bigger picture, 
encouraging us to "go where the need is greatest" and 
to make a difference right here from MWC. 

 

UNITED STATES 
JPIC – US Province 

Our US JPIC committee has expanded to seven 
committed members.  We are in our third year of 
sending the JPIC monthly calendar to our Sisters and 
Associates.  Each day of the month has a special 
intention for a justice issue. 

In October, members attended several conferences 
sponsored by various local Peace and Justice 
organizations in the Chicago area.  Topics included:  
Hate crimes (Southern Poverty Law Center), 
Immigration; Human Trafficking; Catholic Climate 
Covenant; Child pornography. As different members 
went to different talks, we came together to share 
information with the other members.  A full report will 
be in the next provincial newsletter. 

We also receive and send out many alerts from the 
JCWR (Justice Committee for LCWR [Leadership 
Conference of Women Religious] on how to 
communicate with our government leaders when a 
certain policy is coming forth for a vote. 

Our challenge now is where and how do we continue 
to address injustices by word and deed. 

 

 

Mary Ward Center will Celebrate Mary Ward!          
South Shore, Chicago 

This year at Mary Ward Center we are going to 
continue our mission to educate our students, as well 
as enlighten our staff and volunteers by introducing  
(or reintroducing) them to Mary Ward.  We would like 
everyone who works, collaborates or prays with us 
have a better understanding of the charism of Mary 
Ward and how her spirit is alive in our work on a daily 
basis. 

A prayer space created by the women attending the 
Mujeres de Luz prayer group at Mary Ward Center 



Contributions by: 

IBVM UN NGO: Cecilia O’Dwyer IBVM 

Southern Africa: Pat Hanvey IBVM & Elizabeth Donnan IBVM  

Eastern Africa: Clemenciah Paul IBVM & Santrina Raymond IBVM 

Australia and South East Asia: Kim Nass & Elouise Hahn 

Canada: Evanne Hunter IBVM 

Ireland: Brigid Tunney IBVM, Phil Dowd IBVM & Mary Burkart IBVM 

 

Mauritius: Stephane Luchmum 

Peru: Viviana Herrera Sarmiento 

South Asia:  Mary D’Souza IBVM 

Spain: Aurora Moreno 

United States:  Frances McCarron IBVM, Marianne Solorio, & 
Anne Delaney 

Design: Rebecca Kriletic 

Mary Ward International apologise for any inconvenience caused if you have 
received this publication twice.  


