
A Special Thank You to all of the donors , advocates, and supporters of the Loreto Programs in Rumbek.  

Without your hard work or support none of this would be possible.  

For more information about the programs, our students, and how you can help, please visit our website: Loretorumbek.ie  
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Closing the Year with Open Doors and Hearts— December was a violent 

month in Maker Kuei (Mah-kher Kew-way). What started as cattle raids 

became overt attacks with both sides committing immense acts of aggres-

sion. Over a period of just 5 days, 173 people died, over 200 were wound-

ed and 1800 were displaced. The main fighting area was just 8 km from 

where we are and many of our community’s young men were involved in 

the fighting. During this crisis, we were able to keep the spirit of the holi-

day and welcomed around 60 families (about 350 women and children)  

into the compound for protection.  

 It is during these times, and especially during the Christmas sea-

son that we reflect on the year and give thanks for all that we have. We 

were able to provide essential meals to these displaced families, medical 

support to both families and wounded, and to provide a secure area for 

these families seeking shelter from the violence. Thankfully, with the help 

of the local Chief and assurances from the military for security, the situa-

tion stabilized and  our community celebrated a peaceful Christmas.  

New Year’s Resolution: Better Health For Children 

and women in Maker Kuei —  In early December we 

broke ground on the new facility for the Loreto Pri-

mary Health Care Unit. This health care unit, led by 

Sr. Penina Omanya IBVM, is dedicated to providing 

health services and education to our community’s 

most vulnerable members— women and children. 

This facility will provide a much needed space for 

their critical work!  

A Strong Foundation — This year the  primary school is also ex-

panding as we move the last few  classes from under the trees 

and into the classrooms. The school’s atmosphere is so important 

for children in this crisis. It gives them access to a safe, protected 

environment and provides further essentials like school meals, 

clean water, and access to health care. More importantly, the 

Loreto Primary School is working to enroll students at the correct 

age. Sadly, in many parts of South Sudan, students start school 

later; in some areas as many as 8 years late. This increases drop-

out rates. For our kindergarten, we have accepted 80 students (2 

classes) who are eagerly awaiting their first year in school, a 

strong foundation to a better future.   

http://www.loretorumbek.ie

